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DSD playback set up quide for the QuteEX and QBD76 HDSD DACs

As well as playback of standard PCM audio up to 192kHz, the QBD76 HDSD DAC will
also playback native DSD files in DSDé64 .DFF format, via the USB input.

The QuteEX will play not only PCM audio up to 384kHz, but will also play DSD128
via USB.

Examples of DSD files can be downloaded from sites such as http://www.2l.no/
hires/index.html

In order to play these files you will need to configure the playback software
correctly to output the DSD files in the correct format for the QuteEX and QBD76
HDSD to decode. Using this method, it is important to understand that the DSD
files are not converted to PCM but left in their native format as pure DSD.

Microsoft Windows OS-based computers

We recommend using either HQPlayer http://www.signalyst.com/consumer.html or
J.River Media Center 17 http://www.jriver.com/ as these are the only programs that
currently support DSD-over-USB playback.

J.River Media Center

Go to the ‘Player Menu’, then ‘Playback Options’, then select ‘Video Options’.

~ General Video Settings
E] Video mode: Red October Standard (recommended)
[ Hardware accelerate video decoding when possible
(= Bitstreaming: Yes (DSD over PCM (DoP))
[ VidecClock (smooths video by adjusting audic)

Normalize volume (increases volume of quiet videos)

¥ Subtitles & Language
\9 Subtitle mode: Do not show subtitles
(] Default subtitle language: No subtitle
B Default audio language: No default language
(I) Subtitle size: 100%
(.= Subtitle font (for text-based subtitles)...

» Display Settings
» Crop Edges
> Advanced



http://www.2l.no/hires/index.html
http://www.signalyst.com/consumer.html
http://www.jriver.com/




Select the ‘Bitstreaming’ option and select ‘Custom’ from the available options.

None (recommended)
S/PDIF
HDMI

v Custom...

You will then need to select the bitstreaming formats from the options. Select only
‘DSD over PCM (DoP)’ then select the DoP format as ‘DoP 1.0 (OxFA / 0x05)’. Click
OK to finish.

Bitstreaming Formats

@ Dolby Digital (AC3)
@ Dolby Digital Plus (E-AC3)

@ Dolby TrueHD

@ DTS

@ DTS-HD

@ DsD

@ DSD over PCM (DoP)

DoP Format: | DoP 1.0 (OxFA / 0x05) -

—
Cancel

That’s it. You can now play native DSD files via the USB interface on the QuteEX or
QBD76 HDSD!

Signalyst HQPlayer
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Go to ‘File’, then ‘DSDIFF/DSF settings’ and select ‘DirectSDM’. Then select Direct
Playback type as ‘DoP Marker’.

r

» DSDIFF/DSF settings (2 [t
DirectSDM ("] 6 dB gain

Conversion type Noise filter

[single-sheep v ] [standard v ]

Direct playback type

[DoP marker % J

Finally, using the menu on the right-hand side of the main screen, change the
playback mode to ‘SDM (DSD)’.
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Select the DSD .dff file you want to play from the library and play as normal.

Please note: when you want to play PCM files you need to change the playback
mode back to PCM using the menu on the right hand side.



Apple Mac OS-based computers

We recommend using either Audirvana Plus http://audirvana.com/ or Pure Music

http://www.channld.com/puremusic/ as these currently are the only programs to
support DSD- over-USB playback.

Audirvana Plus

Select the ‘Preferences’ tab

o LTSI Play Window. Help & O i T 4 EF6% Tue08:58 Q
About Audirvana Plus ’

Debug Info...

Preferences... 0
Check for Updates... A Aardvark GUI
Load License File ...
Services 1
v iTunes Integrated Mode : - & -

Add files to iTunes ... . 4 o b e vy e e car Audirvana

Pls
Hide Audirvana Plus  $H <
Hide Others N #H

Quit Audirvana Plus ~ 3#Q

@00 Audirvana Preferences

0. ) B @

General 'AudioSys(em'Audio Filters Audio Volume SysOptimizer iTunes

Preferred Audio Device
Chord 24/192 Usb Interface Change

Active Audio Device
Standard Output
44,1 48 882 96 176.4 192 384.0 DSD64 DSD128
Native DSD Capability | DSD over PCM standard 1.0 *
DSD to PCM Algorithm | 64bit Multistage

Low level playback options

(¥ Exclusive access mode Use max 1/0 buffer size
(¥ Integer mode

Maximum memory allocated for tracks pre-load

256 MB

38mn 20s @ 44.1kHz  38mn 20s @ 192kHz

For bridge devices connected to a DAC
Max sample rate limit| No Limit $ | Spl rate switching latency None *



http://audirvana.com/
http://www.channld.com/puremusic/

Then select the Native DSD Capability to ‘DSD over PCM standard 1.0’

@ 00 Audirvana Preferences
) | |@l
A 4 ) I @
General | Audio System | Audio Filters Audio Volume SysOptimizer iTunes

Preferred Audio Device
Chord 24/192 Usb Interface | Change |

Active Audio Device
Standard Output Automatic Detection

None: convert to PCM
44.1 48 88.2 96 176 e e )SD128

WNELA Yo oXer T ELT{[ls) v DSD over PCM standard 1.0 |

DSD to PCM Algorithm | 64bit Multistage s

Low level playback options

[2] Exclusive access mode [ | Use max 1/O buffer size
[2] Integer mode

Maximum memory allocated for tracks pre-load
Wi > 256 MB

B O T T T T T T O O T O S T T T Y O T T

38mn 20s @ 44.1kHz ~ 38mn 20s @ 192kHz

For bridge devices connected to a DAC

Max sample rate limit| No Limit | Spl rate switching latencyi None 3

Close the window and then you will be ready for DSD playback!

Pure Music

Select the ‘Audio Setup’ Tab

Edit Music Server Metering
About Pure Music

Preferences... 38,
Audio Setup... {3#A
Add FLAC or DSD Files... BF

Audio File Sample Rate Converter...
Convert Audio Files to Apple Lossless...

Services =

Hide Pure Music
Hide Others N¥H
Show All ‘

Quit Pure Music #Q



Audio Setup

Audo lsg-ins |

 Select Device From Application [ Strict Device Validation

{9721 Input and Playthrough | Special Options |

(Built-inOutput  :] [44lkHz ¢

(

Click to Apply Changes (Application Will Relaunch) | Special...

Set the DSD Preferred Equivalent PCM Playback rate as ‘176.4KHz’



Then select the ‘Special Options’ tab...

Audio Setup

DTS Audio Plug-Ins |

@ Select Device From Application (¥ Strict Device Validation

| Output ' Input and Playthrough

Special Options Read Description in User Guide Before Changing Settings

(") MOTU Traveler Secondary Output Streams

Limit Rate: | 192 kHz -]

DSD Setup CAUTION - Read Description in User Guide Before Changing Settings!

(] DSD Streaming Device: | Chord 24192 Usb Interface

( Copy Current Output Device Name |

Press the Click to Apply Changes Button to Finalize Device
Flag: () AAAA (+) OSFA

The output device selected in Audio MIDI Setup cannot be used with Hog mode.
Current Device and Target sample rate are only updated at launch time.

| Click to Apply Changes (Application Will Relaunch) | | Special... |

| Close |

... and tick the ‘DSD Streaming Device’ box and select the ‘Chord 24/192 USB
Interface’. Then select the ‘O5FA Flag’. Finally, press the ‘Click to Apply Changes
button. You are now ready to play back DSD files!

’

We hope you enjoy the emerging world of DSD music downloads. If you have any
technical issues setting up your DSD playback using this guide, please email us in
the first instance at: sales@chordelectronics.co.uk

Thank you


mailto:sales@chordelectronics.co.uk

